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SUBJECT: BHUTANESE PERMREP'S MEETING WITH UNDER 
SECRETARY SISCO 

SUMMARY: IN AUGUST 15 MEETING WITH UNDER SECRETARY 

SISCO, BHUTANESE UN PERMREP TSHERING CALLED OVERTHROW 

OF SHEIKH MUJIB ’'UNFORTUNATE'', DESCRIBED RELATIONS 

WITH INDIA AND CHINA AS "GOOD" AND "CORRECT, RESPECTIVELY, 

AND AGREED WITH SISCO'S VIEW THAT UN SHOULD STRIVE FOR 

COOPERATIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH TO INTERNATIONAL 

ISSUES. SISCO EXPLAINED U.S. POLICY IN SOUTH ASIA 

AND DESIRE FOR STABILITY IN REGION AND STRESSED NEED 
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TO AVOID CONFRONTATION AND RHETORIC IN UN. END SUMMARY. 
1. BHUTAN'S PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO UN, DAGO 
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TSHERING, ACCOMPANIED BY SECOND SECRETARY GURUNG, CALLED 
ON UNDER SECRETARY SISCO AUGUST 15. NEA DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY DUBS AND COUNTRY OFFICER LORTON SAT IN. 

2. SISCO ASKED TSHERING FOR BHUTAN'S VIEWS ON SUBCONTI- 
NENT, RELATIONS WITH INDIA AND CHINA. AND REACTION TO 
BANGLADESH COUP. TSHERING CALLED MUJIB'S OVERTHROW 
UNFORTUNATE AND EXPRESSED HIS BELIEF MUJIB HAD WORKED 
HARD AND HAD PEOPLE S RESPECT. HE THOUGHT SHAPE OF THINGS 

TO COME REMAINED TO BE SEEN. SISCO EXPRESSED SURPRISE 
MUJIB'S LIFE HAD NOT BEEN SPARED GIVEN HIS ROLE IN 
INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT BUT NOTED BANGLADESH PLAGUED BY 
ENORMOUS ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND MUJIB NOT NOTED FOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE ABILITY. 

3. NOTING BHUTAN WAS A SMALL, LANDLOCKED STATE, 

TSHERING DESCRIBED RELATIONSHIP WITH INDIA AS GOOD. HE 
ADDED THAT THIS RELATIONSHIP HAS ADVANTAGES FOR BHUTAN, 
INCLUDING INDIAN ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. RELATIONSHIP WITH 
CHINA IS "CORRECT." BHUTANESE PRESENTLY HAPPY WITH 
THEIR SITUATION AND GOB DID NOT WANT TO DO ANYTHING TO 
INTERFERE WITH BHUTANESE PEOPLE'S BASIC SIMPLICITY AND 
LOVE OF RELIGION. 

4. TSHERING OBSERVED BHUTAN HAD ONLY A LIMITED CAPACITY 
TO ABSORB CAPITAL INVESTMENT AND LARGE DOSES OF AID, 

BUT CONCENTRATION WAS ON DEVELOPMENT OF SMALL SCALE, 
AGRICULTURALLY ORIENTED INDUSTRIES THROUGH ASSISTANCE 
FROM INDIA AND UNDP. HE ADDED THAT PEOPLE HAVE 
TREMENDOUS CONFIDENCE IN THE KING AND HIS ABILITY TO 
LEAD THE COUNTRY AND ITS DEVELOPMENT. 

5. SISCO ASSURED TSHERING THERE WOULD BE A CONTINUING 
MANIFESTATION OF AMERICAN INTEREST IN SOUTH ASIA. WE 
SUPPORT THE SIMLA PROCESS, DO NOT WANT TO SEE ANYONE'S 
INDEPENDENCE EXTINGUISHED NOR ANY ONE POWER DOMINATE 
THE REGION. WE HAVE STAYED OUT, BOTH PUBLICLY AND 
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PRIVATELY, OF INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA. OUR 
INTEREST IN BANGLADESH, WHERE WE HAVE BEEN THE PRINCIPAL 
SUPPORTER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, IS PRIMARILY HUMANI- 
TARIAN. WE SEE OUR INTERESTS BEST SERVED BY DEVELOPMENT 
OF STABILITY IN AREA. SISCO ALSO INVITED TSHERING TO 
LET US KNOW IF WE COULD BE HELPFUL TO BHUTAN IN ANY WAY. 

6. SISCO ALSO ASKED FOR TSHERING'S VIEWS ON THE UN, 

THE SPECIAL SESSION, THE PRODUCER-CONSUMER DIALOGUE, AND 
POLITICAL ISSUES SUCH AS KOREA AND THE SUSPENSION OF 
ISRAEL. TSHERING SAID BHUTAN AS A SMALL, LEAST 
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DEVELOPED COUNTRY, COULD NOT EXPECT TO BENEFIT VERY 
DIRECTLY EVEN IF SPECTACULAR DEVELOPMENTS OCCURED AT 

THE SPECIAL SESSION. HOWEVER, AS A DEVELOPING COUNTRY, 
AND RECOGNIZING THE INTERESTS OF OTHER DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, BHUTAN SAW SUCH MEETINGS AS AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO GET TOGETHER AND ESTABLISH BASIC PRINCIPLES OUT OF A 
CONSENSUS. 

7. SISCO SAID IT WAS OUR OBJECTIVE AT THE SPECIAL 
SESSION TO SEE WHETHER A PRODUCER-CONSUMER DIALOGUE OF 
A SERIOUS NATURE ON CONCRETE PROBLEMS COULD TAKE PLACE. 
NOTHING PRACTICAL COULD COME FROM GRANDIOSE RIGID OR 
IDEOLOGICAL POSITIONS. WHAT IS NEEDED IS AN APPROACH 
BASED ON THE PROVEN PRINCIPLE OF INTERDEPENDENCE. WE 
RECOGNIZE, FOR EXAMPLE, DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WANT 
ASSURANCES ON STABILIZING EARNINGS FROM COMMODITY 
EXPORTS AND ARE PREPARED TO ADDRESS THAT SORT OF 
SPECIFIC PROBLEM. WE WILL PUT FORWARD A NUMBER OF 
CONSTRUCTIVE IDEAS WHICH WE BELIEVE WILL BE OF INTEREST 
TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AND WE HOPE THAT EVERYONE WILL 
ACT WITH RESTRAINT TO AVOID CONFRONTATION AND RHETORIC. 
TSHERING AGREED WITH THIS VIEW. SISCO 
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